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“The Proper Application 

Of Overwhelming Force”: 

A reading from Rise and Fall of the Great Powers by Paul Kennedy pp. 447-459

Study Questions

1. Explain Churchill’s quotation about the “proper application of overwhelming force.”

2. How did the bombing of Pearl Harbour change the concept of the war?

3. Why is 1942 widely considered the turning of the tide in the war?

4. According the the German General Halder, what is the Soviet Union’s key strength in 1941-42?

5. How does Kennedy, with the help of Clausewitz, explain the relationship of economics to war?

6. Summarize what Kennedy believes to be the strategic errors of the Germans and Japanese.

7. What were the battlefield implications of of Russia’s superiority in arms production?

8. How does Kennedy, and other historians, explain that the Germans were doing relatively well into 1944 despite huge material disadvantage?

9. What is the statistical evidence that both Berlin and Tokyo had overstretched themselves by 1943?

10. What is Kennedy’s conclusion with regard to the aircraft production of the powers?

11. How would Kennedy answer the question,”Why did the Allies win the war?”

