Second World War Review Package
Textbook references:

Palmer and Colton, pp 827-864

Themes

· Total war

· Importance of Technology

· Role of Ideology

· Importance of industrial production

· Compare/contrast with First World War

· Role in advent of Cold War

· Turn  of the Tide (1942)

· Reasons for Allied victory

· Compare and  contrast European and Pacific Theatres

· Relative importance of Sea, Land, and Air warfare

· Allied Cooperation/tension

Leaders:

Neville Chamberlain – Great Britain (1937-1940)

Winston Churchill - Great Britain (1940-1945)

Clement Atlee – Great Britain (1945)
Adolf Hitler - Germany

Joseph Stalin – USSR

Benito Mussolini – Italy

Franklin Delano Roosevelt – United States (1932-1945)

Harry Truman – United States(1945)

Causes

Europe

Long Term:

· Dissatisfaction with Versailles settlement

· Middle class disaffection – Hyperinflation of 1923

· Militaristic heritage in Germany

· Unresolved tension between Germany and France

· Rise of Nazi party and Fascist party – Lebensraum and racist/nationalist policies
· Withdrawal of Britain from continental matters – concentrate on Empire

· American Neutrality Acts and tradition of isolationism

· French defensive mentality/ policies and weak alliances

· Weak economies causing powers to look inward – Great Depression

· Anti-Comintern Pact

Europe

Short term:
· German expansion – Anschluss, Sudetenland, Czechoslovakia, Poland

· German  rearmament – Army, navy, Air Force, remilitarization of the Rhineland

· Appeasement – Munich Crisis

· Spanish Civil War

· Nazi/Soviet Non-Aggression Pact

Pacific/Asia

Long Term:
· Long term tension between Japan and China – Manchuria

· Japanese militarism

· Japanese ultra-nationalism

· Greater East Asia Co-Prosperity Sphere

· Economic protectionism – restricted trade and search for new markets and resources – Great Depression
· Dissatisfaction with Versailles settlement

· Dissatisfaction with Naval Agreements

Pacific/Asia

Short Term:
· Mukden Incident

· Invasion of Manchuria

· Establishment of Manchuko

· Sino-Japanese War 1937 (some see this as the start of the Second World War in the Pacific)

· Japanese expansion south

· American trade embargoes – oil, scrap iron

· American freezing of Japanese assets

· Failure of negotiations
· Decision to attack Pearl Harbour and other Allied holdings

Practices/Events
Europe 1939-1942

· Blitzkrieg

· Invasion of Poland

· Winter War

· Phony War

· Invasion of west (Norway, Denmark, Netherlands, Belgium, France)

· Fall of France

· Battle of Britain
· The Blitz (German bombing of London)

· Battle of the Atlantic

· German expansion (Yugoslavia, Greece, North Africa)

· German Invasion of USSR

· Soviet counter attack
· German declaration of War on USA

Pacific/Asia 1937-1942

· Japanese invasion of China

· Japanese annexation of French Indochina

· Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor

· American declaration of War on Japan

· Japanese expansion in Pacific (Philippines, Hong Kong, Indonesia, Malaysia, Burma, Singapore)

1942 – Turn of the Tide

· Battle of Coral Sea - Pacific (Allied victory)

· Battle of Midway -Pacific (Allied victory)

· Battle of El Alamein - Europe (Allied victory)

· Battle of Stalingrad - North Africa (Allied victory)

Europe 1942-1945

· Allied invasion of Italy
· Dieppe raid

· Operation Overlord (D-Day Invasion)
· Liberation of France, Belgium, Netherlands
· Operation Market Garden

· Battle of the Bulge

· Battle for Berlin

· German Surrender

Pacific/Asia 1942-1945

· Island hopping (Guadalcanal, Wake, Guam, Saipan, Iwo Jima, Okinawa)

· The Manhattan Project (Atomic Bomb)
· Conventional bombing of Japan
· Dropping the A-Bombs – Hiroshima, Nagasaki

Aftermath/Results
· Wartime conferences (Casablanca, Tehran, Yalta, Potsdam)

· Division/occupation of Germany

· Denazification

· Reparations

· War Crimes trials

